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April 30, 1997

The Honorable Ernest Istook D g

U. S. House of Representatives km$‘ ‘
& )

Washington, D.C. 20515

Déar Mr. Istook:

Concerned that a nation founded on the principles of religious freedom is
ingcreasingly becoming anti-Chsistian, the International Pentecostal Church

of Christ is pleased to lend its;sfupport to your noble efforts with the j
Religious Freedom Amendment. .

While we strongly affirm the right of all Americans to worship or not to - )
worship as he or she desires, the United States appears to have selectively
focused on Christian activitigs fo exclude from the public realm.

Efforts at creating a religious-neutral society have degenerated into lea\;iﬁ
a society that is decidedly anti-religious. Schools tracing their heritage back
to religious origins are required to exclude any reference to religion. In a
time when crime and social decline are running rampant partly due to the
lack of a moral compass, our government agencies seemunrgly spend more of
their resources fighting religion than it does moral decay. When public
dollars can fund a display of desecrated religious symbols, yet a studentiys
_Prohibitcd from saying a heartfelt prayer, your amendment is needed. ﬁcn
the anti-censorsliié®iment feels no compunction in censoring religious
thought and rehg’ oAl ech, America needs a simply worded amendment
assuring the ongmal intent of freedom of rehg10n——anyt1me anyplace, by
anybody. S
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Because of our concern for the future of our chlldren and grandchildren, we

i

are appreciative of your exhausting efforts on of the Religious
Freedom Amendment.
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Clyde M. es, D.D. R .
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